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The Kenyon Collegian
Established 1856

By Lili Martinez
Staff Writer
Damon Remillard, resident director
of AVI Foodsystems at Kenyon College,
announced on Monday that the Peirce
servery will be going trayless on all Tuesdays
for the rest of the year. AVI and Kenyon
are following a model that has helped
other schools decrease food and water
waste. Kenyon decreased its food waste by
30 percent when it went trayless for a day
earlier this semester. “We use half a gallon of
water just to wash one tray — that’s intense.
That’s wild,” Remillard said.
Remillard reached this decision after
discussing the matter with Housing and
Residential Life and Environmental Campus Organization (ECO) and within AVI.
AVI tested a “Trayless Tuesday” before
students left for spring break and, after what
Remillard cited as a “positive response” to
the test, he said, “We feel very comfortable
that going trayless will have a huge impact
on waste reduction at Kenyon.”
Trayless dining has already caught
on at many schools across the country.
According to a 2008 article on USA
Today’s Web site, New York University, the
University of Minnesota, the University
of North Carolina and the University of
Florida all went trayless for the 2008-2009
academic year.
“Kenyon should be on the forefront
of most topics, and as far as sustainability
and recycling goes, I don’t think we’re completely there yet and I think this is a good
step,” Remillard said.
Student response to the announcement of permanent Trayless Tuesdays
has been mainly positive. “I got burned
because I didn’t have a tray for my coffee,
but I support it regardless of the pain!”
Lauren Pfundstein ’10 said. Jesse Sarlin
’10 said, “Maybe we should just have traysized plates.”
The general consensus among students, however, is that the root of the
problem is the quality of the food, not the
trays. Students also say that the only effective way to tackle food waste is to reorganize
the system from the ground up. Remillard
expressed interest in hearing all opinions,
saying he would do a survey at the end of
the year to gauge student response. “We
will figure it out and I believe the majority
want this to happen,” he said. “You will be
surprised at the number of e-mails I get saying, ‘ever since Trayless Tuesday happened I
don’t use a tray anymore.’ And to be honest,
it’s one day. If you eat a little lighter that day,
it’s spring,
great! Why
not?”
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Class of 2014: Highest Acceptance Rate in Years
Gender Distribution

Composition of Accepted Students

48% Men

2060

Countries Represented

27

2000

States Represented

50

1500

Underrepresented Minorities

52%
Women

SAT Scores vs. National Averages

18%

1000
500

First-Generation College Students 8%

very involved in extracurricular activities,
according to Delahunty. She said the
College always looks for well-rounded
The College has chosen the Class students, but this incoming class stands
of 2014 from “the strongest applicant out in that it has an increased number of
pool we’ve ever seen,” according to students who are interested in sustainabilDean of Admissions and Financial ity issues and a large number of students
Aid Jennifer Delahunty. Admissions who are risk-takers, including three aericounselors accepted
alists from Minne1,599 students out
sota. “There’s lots of
of 4,066 applicants
interest in energyand mailed their desaving, conservacisions on March
tion, getting down
26. “It was a big day,”
in the dirt,” Delasaid Admissions
said. “A lot of
- Jennifer Delahunty hunty
Counselor Adristudents have had
enne Amador.
experience with
Delahunty said this year’s accep- community-based agriculture.”
tance rate of approximately 39 percent
In addition to their accomplishwas less selective than some years (2008: ments, this year’s accepted students have
31.3 percent, 2007: 31 percent). “The a distinct personality, according to Delathing that that masks is how able the hunty. “Every class has a character,” she
applicant pool was this year,” she said. said. “What I loved about this potential
“Usually, I say 85 percent of the students incoming class was they have a great sense
[who apply] can do the work here. This of humor. We laughed a lot from reading
year it was greater than 95 percent.”
their applications.”
Students admitted this year are not
This year also marks an increase in
only academically exceptional, but also international applicants, according to
By Marika Garland
News Assistant

“We laughed a lot
from reading their
applications.”

1367
1016

1509

Delahunty. “We admitted around 80
international students [from 27 different
countries] this year, which is the highest
number we’ve ever done,” she said. Last
year, the College accepted approximately
50 international students from 21 countries, according to Amador. “International
students fall into the institutional priority
of diversity, and they bring a different
perspective to things,” said Delahunty.
Diversity has long been a goal at Kenyon. “Any time you have a class where
you have students who don’t see things
exactly the way you do because of their
own background, culture, all that, it’s
just a more interesting place to learn,” she
said. “We need to look more like the rest
of America, and we need to look more
like the rest of the world, just in terms
of diversity.”
Increasing the number of first-generation college students is another type
of diversity the College is working on,
according to Delahunty. This year, 129
accepted students are first-generation
college students, which is an increase from
the 95 first-generation students admitted
in 2007.

National
Averages

693
493

CR+Math Writing

Accepted
Students

Total

According to Delahunty, the College is attempting to increase its number
of science students as well. “We’ve been
focusing, ever since the new science
center opened, on trying to increase our
matriculation of science students,” she
said. Amador has been working to accomplish this goal. “We have a lot of really
neat science equipment that people don’t
really think about initially when they’re
coming here,” she said. “The [first-year]
experience in science here is a lot more
hands-on than it might be at a larger
place because we can cater to the smaller
number of students better and show them
the fancy equipment sooner just because
there aren’t that many.”
The effort to increase the number
of science students also includes science
tours, which began in April last year, and
science panels with students and faculty.
“Science faculty are particularly good
at identifying students who they might
want to have in their labs, so faculty recruiting is more targeted than some of the
other disciplines,” Delahunty said.
Until May 1, the date by which

see 2014, page 3

“Alcohol is No Joke” Forum Creates Sobering Reality
By Lili Martnez
Staff Writer
“Alcohol is No Joke,” a panel planned
by Assistant Director of Student Activities Annie Vleck and sponsored by the
U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMHSA),
the Ohio Department of Alcohol and
Drug Addiction Services (ODADAS),
Kenyon’s Health and Counseling Center
and the Student Activities Office, tried
last week to bring to light perceived
problems with alcohol and drinking at
Kenyon. The panel brought together
members of not just the College community, but also the surrounding area of
Gambier and Mount Vernon. Despite
sparse attendance, interesting questions
were raised.
The event began
with six perspectives
on different facets

A panel discusses experiences with alcohol.

of the drinking culture at Kenyon. Will
Moorhead ’13 and Brandon Bollinger
’11 provided student perspectives on the
sometimes destructive nature of alcohol,
and Campus Safety Officer Greg vonFreymann gave his take on both positive
and negative experiences with alcohol.
Also present were Amy Nanuzza, a
nurse at Knox County Hospital, Duane

Gomez, Kenyon’s head track and cross
country coach, and Mary Samuel, an
alcohol and drug abuse counselor at the
Freedom Center in Mount Vernon.
Moorhead began the session by
discussing an experience he had with
excessive alcohol use at the beginning of
this semester. “One night you can have
a great time with a certain amount of

Lili Martinez

alcohol and the next night you can go
crazy,” he said. “One night I woke up in
a strange house, 20 minutes off-campus,
with an older couple yelling at me, ‘Who
are you, you’re not our son, why are you in
our house?’ I was in a blackout state and
could have died,” he said. His comments
were followed by those of vonFreymann,

see Alcohol, page 3
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News Briefs
Testing Student-Info:

The System’s Policies and History
By August steigmeyer
News Editor
During a recent argument via allstudent e-mail, several concerns were
raised about the appropriateness of a student sending links to his music video for
the Kenyon Filmmakers Music Video
Competition through student-info messages. Some students said this was not an
appropriate use of the system and that
these kinds of e-mails should have been
filtered out. In a Collegian-conducted
investigation, Collegian editors sent various types of student-info messages to see
what would be rejected and if anything
outside the official guidelines would
get through the screening process. This
includes e-mails not related to Kenyon
clubs, activites or other business.
One e-mail asking for a ride this
weekend and another inquiring about
a lost K-card were both rejected and the
sender received a message saying, “Not
official college-related business. Recommend using all-stu.”
Another e-mail was sent announcing a lecture during common hour
but was rejected because, as the reply
message said, “Information regarding this common
hour already released.”
The same
text announcing
the lecture was
used in the subject
line of a fourth e-mail, but the body text
of that e-mail simply said “hi.” This email was also rejected because there was
“no actual message in message area.”
From this e-mail test, it appears
that LBIS does diligently check the
student-info submissions and will return
those that do not fit their criteria. The
student’s music video was an acceptable
student info because it was related to a
Kenyon organization’s activity (KFM).
LBIS employees look through
student-infos usually in the morning
and again before 4:00 p.m. If an e-mail
is sent after the staff has left, it might not
go through until the next morning. This
policy of screening e-mails has been in
practice for nearly 20 years.

early ’90s e-mail system, however, had to
send the message directly to each person,
so it could take 15 minutes or more to
send one allstu.
Still, despite the effort it took to send
one of these messages, many were sent
and students began to feel overwhelmed.
“We were to the point that you could
be receiving up to 200 messages a day,”
Griggs said.
The College began to receive complaints from students about the influx of
mail so in the late ’90s and early 2000s,
LBIS conducted polls asking students
how they felt about allstu. The consistent
response, according to Griggs, was that
most students wanted to keep the system
that was in place.
To lighten the load from all-student
e-mails, LBIS employees met with student
government to discuss ways to better
manage campus mail. In Sep. 2004, they
created the student-info list, which still has
every student on it, but would be primarily used for messages about the business
of the College. “We didn’t want rides,
things for sale and lost and found because
a large percentage of allstus were in that
category,” Griggs said. Allstus were then
reserved for anything
students wanted to
talk about unless it
involved discussions
of illegal activities.
Students were also
given the option to
- Ron Griggs unsubscribe from
the allstu list if they
wished.
Some students considered the rules
for student-info vague and there was
“much concern … whether the messages
would be strictly censored in some way,”
Griggs said. “We tried to interpret that as
reasonably as possible. We’d rather err on
the side of more information and letting
the occasional inappropriate message go
through than the other way.”
As it turned out, the most frequent
problem encountered was not the content of the messages but the repetition of
e-mails. “We had problems with students
wanting to advertise an event four or
five times a day,” Griggs said. “So we said
you should only advertise two times per
week.”
Not quite sure themselves what the
guidelines were for student-info, LBIS employees instead decided to look for patterns
of abuse. Occasionally they had to send
reminders to people about political speech.
Because Kenyon is a non-profit organization, it cannot appear to be advocating for a
particular candidate even through internal
e-mails. Discussion of political issues was
allowed, but no direct endorsement of
candidates could be permitted.
The College did experiment with
“digest form” student-infos, in which students received one message per day with all
the day’s messages included so they could
scan through and select what they wanted
to read. But, according to Griggs, this was
quickly abandoned as students found it to
be more difficult to handle than individual
e-mails.
The allstu/student-info split was a
“compromise solution,” Griggs said. “It’s
not perfect. I still think people get too
much mail.”

“The allstu/studentinfo split was a ‘compromise solution.’”

The History of All-Student E-mails
In the early 1990s, students were
looking for ways to talk to other students
through e-mail and were making manual
lists themselves. The College realized
this and decided to organize a way for
someone to send a message to every
student, according to Vice President for
Library and Information Services Ron
Griggs, who, at that time, was the director of networks, systems and technical
services. The mailing list the College
created included every student and was
updated every night so that it was always
accurate. Because at that time there were
limitations on the length of the name, it
was dubbed “allstu.”
“It quickly became a part of the
Kenyon culture,” Griggs said. “It became
very popular with students because you
got a sense of the pulse of campus life
that you couldn’t get otherwise.” The

Josh Stiles Still Recovering, Patrol Finishes Case Report

Josh Stiles ’12, who was injured in an accident on Sep. 6, 2009
(“Student Injured in Car Accident
Remains in Intensive Care Unit,” Sep.
10, 2009), may face charges for use
of an illegal substance and vehicular
damage.
According to Lt. Chad McGinty,
commander of the Mount Gilead Post
of the Ohio State Highway Patrol, the
investigation has concluded and statements obtained from students who
were present indicate that Stiles was
under the influence of a controlled
substance. But it is not clear if there
is enough evidence for charges to be
issued for this.
The charges filed in the case,
instead, will most likely be related
to vehicular damage, according to
McGinty. “It’s kind of an odd case in

that the driver of the other vehicle didn’t
hit a pedestrian,” he said. “The information that we had suggests that in fact the
pedestrian ran into the car.”
McGinty said that in these circumstances, the laws are not clear. “Basically,
what [Stiles] did was he did harm to himself and there’s really no law against that,”
he said. “But there is a law that prevents
people from damaging other people’s
property.” Stiles will be responsible for
damages done to the vehicles, he said.
It is illegal to have a controlled
substance in your system, McGinty
said, but that charge, if filed, would be
handled separately from the vehicular
damages charges.
The Ohio State Highway patrol
cannot release a report of the case because
the Office of the Mount Vernon Law
Director has not yet filed charges.

“As Josh has shared with many
of his Kenyon friends, he very much
desires to return to campus, to rejoin
the Kenyon family and to resume
his course of studies, and the sooner
the better,” Dean of Students Hank
Toutain said. “When students leave
the College for reasons of health,
their resumption of studies is typically linked to the resolution of health
issues that caused their temporary
leave in the first place.”
Although Stiles was reportedly
under the influence of drugs “based
upon what is currently known about
the incident, College disciplinary action has not been initiated,” Toutain
said. “I also am unaware of the outcome of external investigations.”
- August Steigmeyer

Sustainability Committee Offers Student Internship
Kenyon College’s Sustainability
Committee will be offering a new
position for a student intern during
the 2010-11 academic year that will
culminate in a summer project to
improve some aspect of the College’s
ecological impact.
The selected student will work
in an official capacity with the Committee and thus will have “a real
opportunity to make a real impact
on sustainability,” according to Sustainability Director Ed Neal.
During the academic year, the
intern’s duties will involve coordinating Committee meetings and working on outreach programs through
the Sustainability Committee’s Web
site. Most work will occur around the
times of the bi-monthly Committee

meetings, when the College’s current
projects and goals will be discussed and
planned.
Chief Business Officer and Committee Supervisor Mark Kohlman said
having a student working with the
Committee will increase its effectiveness.
“What I’ve observed since I’ve been here
is that many of the projects that we’ve
done in this area have all started with
students and faculty working together,
so it’s a logical progression,” he said.
The inaugural student intern will
commit to working five hours per week
during the academic year and eight
weeks during the summer. The student
should have an interest in a broad range
of sustainability issues and be involved
in some environmental classes on campus or otherwise show some academic

interest in an area related to sustainability.
Students who wish to apply for
the position will be required to submit a one-page essay about why they
are interested, what they have done
already that relates to sustainability
issues and how they see themselves
fitting into this role. The applications
will be sent directly to Neal, and the
Committee will review the applications. The program will be open to
rising sophomores and juniors and a
stipend and housing will be provided
for the summer portion.
The project deadline will be
April 19. Students can contact Ed
Neal (neale@kenyon.edu) for more
information.
- August Steigmeyer

Hook-Up Survey Presented at Sociology Conference
Dan Groberg ’11 and Tricia
Shimamura ’11 presented the results
of the “Hook-Up Survey” at the Midwest Sociological Society’s annual
meeting in Chicago on April 1-3.
The survey, which involved both Kenyon and Mount Vernon Nazarene
University (MVNU) students, was
designed to find patterns in students’
social interactions.
The research began as a class
study for “Methods of Social Research,” a 200-level sociology course,
last semester, but Groberg and Shi-

mamura wanted to continue the analysis by taking on the work as an independent project. After submitting a poster
of the research to a selection program,
the Kenyon students were chosen to
present their work at the conference
with about 20 other student sociology
projects.
“It was pretty exciting,” Groberg
said. “I have really enjoyed working with
all the data and being able to present it
to faculty. It’s a humbling experience.”
The most interesting trend theyfound, Groberg said, was how the

social scene and relationships are
dependent on students’ expectations for life after college. Students
at MVNU expected to be married much sooner and said they
were much more likely be looking
for a life partner than trying to
have random hook-ups. Kenyon
students, who were mostly planning to be married at an older age,
seemed more content, overall, with
engaging in non-committal social
interactions.
- August Steigmeyer

Village Record

March 30—April 4
March 30, 1:40 a.m. — Student assaulted by non-student outside of Gambier Grill. Squad contacted and
student transported to Knox County Hospital.
March 30, 9:40 a.m. — Medical call: injured student at Black Box Theater. No transport.
March 31, 12:48 a.m. — Medical call: ill student in Caples Residence Hall. Student transported to Knox
County Hospital.
March 31, 3:23 p.m. — Suspicious person at Kenyon Athletic Center. Person not located.
April 2, 5:08 a.m. — Theft of College property in Gund Commons. Property retrieved.
April 3, 7:43 a.m. — Medical call: non-student illness in Kenyon Athletic Center parking lot. Squad contacted
and individual transported to Knox County Hospital.
April 3, 2:19 p.m. — Medical call: injured student in Unity House. Injury assessed. No transport.
April 3, 6:00 p.m. — Suspicious persons in Gund Commons. All three left campus.
April 3, 10:15 p.m. — Intoxicated student in Horn Gallery area. Student escorted back to dormitory.
April 4, 4:00 a.m. — Vandalism/burglary at 204 Kokosing Drive. Knox County Sheriff ’s Office contacted.
Reports taken.

Thursday, April 8, 2010

New Superintendent of
Building and Grounds Named
ogy. His work experience includes
hands-on maintenance, development of team goals that align with
Greg Widener has been se- customer ser vice expectations
lected to replace Ed Neal as su- and overall facility management.
perintendent of building s and “I am capable of helping managegrounds and will begin work on ment staff develop team goals for
April 12.
process improvement and encour“I have taken an approach aging personal growth opportuniof specializing within my field ties for all staff,” he said.
in order to set myself apart from
On his first visit to campus,
other candidates,” Widener said. Widener said he was “overwhelmed
Widener has
by the size of
attained spesome of the oldcialized training
er buildings and
in building fire
how well the y
damper manseem to be maina g ement, fire tained. Old arstopping , code
chite cture has
- Greg Widener m a n y l u r k i n g
compliance,
state regulatory
problems that
expertise, various committee chair- require years of collective knowlman opportunities, certified train- edge to manage,” he said. “Newer
er/educator and policy writing.
buildings can be equally as chal“Everyone on the facility team lenging if preventive maintenance
must realize they are an important programs are not established early
part of the overall process and on. It clearly takes a team to keep
take ownership to help reduce it all working smoothly.”
cost for future sustainability,” said
The search committee reWidener, who said he has always viewed over 85 applications and
wanted to work for a university focused the selection process on
and see how he can improve or im- several attributes, including expepact daily processes that affect the rience managing a large physical
financial stability of the organiza- plant and associated budgets, mantion. “I enjoy
ag ing personthe challeng es
e l re s o urc e s
“Mr. Widener was select- nwithin
of unique builda large
ings, people and ed for his demonstrated d e p a r t m e n t ,
giving [the Colexperience managing a implementing
l e g e ] f o r wa rd
new systems to
momentum,” he physical plant similar to improve work
said.
working
Kenyon. ... He has excel- flow,
“Mr. Widin a customer
ener was select- lent management skills.” s e r v i c e - o r i ed for his demted envi- Mark Kohlman er onnm
onstrated expeent and
rience managing
having strong
a physical plant similar to Kenyon,” verbal and written communicasaid Chief Business Officer Mark tion skills.
Kohlman, who headed the search
Widener said his immediate
committee that selected Widener. plans are to meet with the manag“He has excellent management ers and supervisors and understand
skills and was the best candidate their roles and the challenges they
to fit the Kenyon culture.”
face within the College. “I am
Widener received his Bach- looking forward to meeting some
elor of Science Degree from Ohio of the folks that I will be working
University, which he said prepared with outside of the maintenance
him for the management of large teams,” he said. “During my first
groups and facility building main- few months, I intend to be a
tenance utilizing today’s technol- great listener.”
By August steigmeyer
News Editor

“During my first few
months, I intend to
be a great listener.”
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2014: 39% of Applicants Accepted
From page 1
admitted students will have to notify the
College of their decisions, admissions
will work on “wooing the students we’ve
admitted,” said Amador, who is in charge
of the overnight hosting program. “I help
coordinate itineraries for anyone that is
staying overnight on campus,” she said.
“We have three admitted student visit
days coming up this month, so it’s going
to be pretty crowded.” The first visit day
will be this Friday, April 9, and the biggest
visit day will be Sunday, April 18, when
Amador said she expects 180 admitted
students to come to campus.
“Our goal is to increase visitors during April by about 20 percent,” Delahunty
said. “We’re really trying to roll out the
red carpet.”
At this point, the College has received about 17 deposits from regulardecision students, which means it still
needs about 300 students to meet its goal
class size of 455, according to Delahunty.
This year, about 40 percent of the class of

2014 was admitted through early deci- admitted to an unnamed East Coast
sion, which is lower than last year, when school and Kenyon under the binding
the enrolled class was approximately 44 arrangement of early decision, and I wrote
percent early-decision students.
to their admissions dean, their head coach,
“We had two things happen in early everybody, and said, ‘He kept a spot at
decision this year,” Delahunty said. “Six Kenyon and he kept an active applicastudents asked to be released from this tion, and by the agreement that we sign as
binding agreement
members of the Nabecause of finances,
tional Association
and four students
for College Admischose to keep their
sions Counseling,
applications on
you are required to
file elsewhere and
rescind your offer
violated the rules
- Jennifer Delahunty of admission,’ and I
of early decision.
heard nothing – no
These four were athletes who received response whatsoever,” she said. “There’s a
offers to play for another team. This is lot of gamesmanship happening.”
what we call ‘the free agent syndrome.’
As students decide whether or not
Students feel like they’re going to go to come to Kenyon, there is “a lot of
where they get the best deal. They’re very anxiety around money,” Delahunty said.
self-interested and not as interested in However, she added, “our classrooms and
playing by the rules.”
residence halls are filled with students who
In addition, Delahunty said, some have [visited] a less expensive institution,
schools are not cooperating with one but they did, in the end, choose Kenyon
another as they should in terms of early because they felt that it was worth the
decision. “We had a student who was investment.”

“We’re really trying
to roll out the red
carpet.”

Alcohol: Students Share Their Experiences
From page 1

who said that although his “involvement
with alcohol on campus is almost always
negative” he did feel that “over our 15
years here, there have been some positive
times with alcohol, especially around
holidays. The biggest problem is people
don’t drink in moderation. But it’s ageless
– even 40-year-olds drink too much and
get into trouble,” he said.
Bollinger told a similar story. “I had
been drinking since middle school, and
I felt like I was invincible over alcohol,”

he said. “One day I took a run, worked
out, bought some beer at the market
and played some drinking games with
my friends. A few hours later, I woke up
on Wiggin Street, freaked out, and the
next time I woke up was in the hospital
with two IVs in my arms.” Bollinger
had dialed 911 to send himself to the
hospital.
Moderation was the watchword
for the panel. Samuel, who works with
addiction at the Freedom Center, said,
“I’m not against the buddy system, but it
worries me that fellow drinkers are keep-

ing track of how much you’ve had.”
The discussion was then opened
to questions. Sam Baker ’13 raised the
issue of the strict policing of first-year
dorms, saying that he felt alcohol abuse
would decrease were it not for the policy
of fear enforced by the community advisors. There was some discussion of the
drinking age at Kenyon and whether the
situation could be remedied by lowering
it to 18, as it has been federally in the past.
VonFreymann said, however, “I’d rather
that were the case, but we can’t break
federal law.”

Village Council
April 5, 2010

• Approval of bills paid
• Mark Kohlman, chief business officer for Kenyon College, updated Council on College construction projects. On April
23, 2010, there will be a groundbreaking ceremony for the North Campus housing construction project. The bid process for
picking a contractor will also begin that day. The pouring of concrete for the first floor of the new art building is also expected
to begin within the next couple of weeks.
• Mayor’s Report
-Arbor Day is Friday, April 30: Jerry Kelly, chair of the tree commission, will visit with students at the Wiggin Street
School to discuss next year’s project of mapping trees on school grounds with GPS. There will be a tree-planting
ceremony following the talk.
-The Village/College Dinner will be held on Thursday, April 22, at the Village Inn and will be sponsored by the College
Trustees. The Village will finance the attendance of the Mayor and Council members.
-Summer projects in the Village will include replacement of most of the water main on Meadow Lane, maintenance
of wastewater lines, completion of a sidewalk plan and construction of a new sidewalk, ball field and parking lot
reconstruction at the Community Center Park, erection of a flag pole at the Community Center and the purchase of
emergency communication equipment.
• Village Administrator’s Report
-The Earth Day Challenge and Festival will be on Sunday, April 25, from 5:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in Gambier.
-Spring Dumpster and Shredding Day will be Saturday, June 12, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The dumpsters will be
located at the Gambier Maintenance Board at 141 Meadow Lane. Residents of Gambier and College Township need
to bring proof of address.
-“Stick It To the Village Days,” held on April 26 and May 3, will allow residents to pick up any loose sticks in their yards
and leave them in piles by the road for them to be picked up. Residents are not to trim trees and leave that debris by the
road. It should be taken to Dumpster Day.
-Ed Rager will return to his position as Village mower this summer. Rager has been the mower for the past two
summers.
-Dreier & Maller, Inc. will be doing repairs to the wastewater collection system in front of the post office.
• The Police and Personnel Committee discussed and continues to support the four percent raise in Village employee salaries.
• The Planning and Zoning Committee Report approved a large addition to the Holdeners’ home and phase I of Kenyon’s
North Campus housing project.
• Council passed ordinance to amend Ordinance 2006-05 to update wages and benefits for hourly employees.
• Council passed ordinance to establish a switch in water and wastewater rates for one year only.
• Council approved expenditure to Agri-Sludge to haul 250,000 gallons of sludge from the wastewater treatment plant.
• Council approved expenditure to Dreier & Maller, Inc. of $15,000 for sewer collection system repairs and annual cleaning
and videoing.
• Council approved date and time for the 4th of July celebration, which will be held on Sunday, July 4, at 12:30 p.m.
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The Sights, Sounds and Smells of an Amish Breakfast
the Amish, showed up with his minivan
just after Richard and I arrived.
We all chatted on the way up as we
Beachy Woodworking, an improb- passed through one-street towns nestled
ably named Amish furniture factory, lies among the Ohio hills in the early morn20 miles north of Gambier in the town of ing. When we got to the factory, which
Brinkhaven on Holmes County Road 75. was maybe a half-hour’s drive through
(I later found out that the “Beachy” refers rolling farmland (though it seemed a lot
to this particular community’s association longer considering how criminally early
with the teachit was), I mused
ings of the 20thhow amazing it
century moderate
was to discover
pastor Moses M.
places outside
Beachy.) Twice
Kenyon’s borders
every year, on the
one might othlast Saturdays of
erwise never have
March and Ocknown existed.
tober, they host
What was this
an on-the-spot
nondescript facbreakfast buffet
tory doing there?
and silent auction
The Amish have
from 6:30 a.m. to
factories? And
11:00 a.m. For a
they invite Engsmall donation,
lish (non-Amish)
you can eat as
in for breakfast?
much as you want ILLUSTRATION BY MADELINE GOBBO
Indeed, they
from what seems
do. The parking
like a never-ending supply of eggs, sausage, lot was fairly crowded with cars, and it
corn mash, pancakes and more. Today’s was the job of the Amish teenage boys
breakfast was raising money for a school. to direct traffic. It was surprising to see so
Judging by the number of people that many cars; I can’t imagine the local Amish
showed up, I can imagine they reached population did a whole lot of publicity for
whatever goal they were aiming for.
their buffet, except for the sign that said
Writer in Residence and Professor “Amish Breakfast” in big letters on the way
of English P.F. Kluge had my roommate to the factory. Even that was on a road in
Richard Freund ’11 and me meet him at the middle of nowhere.
7:30 a.m. sharp at his driveway. While
However the Amish managed to enslouching across the eerily silent Kenyon tice all these people to show up, it worked:
campus, Richard and I were both think- there was a line out the door of the factory.
ing, “This had better be good.” If past Apparently, for those in the know, this was
experiences with Professor Kluge and an event to look forward to. Richard and
his wife Pamela Hollie — low-budget I — definitely not in the know — raised
gourmet breakfast connoisseurs — were our eyebrows and thought something
any guide, however, it would be very like, “Alright, here we go.” We stepped
good indeed. Stu Schott, a friend of the in, and the wonderful breakfast smell
couple with an extensive knowledge of washed over us. My stomach growled
By charlie schneider
Staff Writer

Students

Jack Lee ’11

with approval.
After I finished swooning at the
smell, I looked around. The factory was, in
itself, unremarkable. Anonymous pulleys
and levers slipped past large piles of wood
on metal shelves to attach themselves to
mysterious wooden machines. Yet to a
suburban kid like me, any factory is mysterious. It’s likely that these machines are for
something fairly simple that eluded me.
All the same, the setting had the mystery
of a beautiful photograph — columns of
light floating in through the windows,
people milling around, furniture for the
silent auction modestly displayed. One
particularly picturesque detail we noticed
was the way that the Amish put all of their
plain jackets and black hats on the wood
stacks to the left of the doorway. The hundred or so sets of clothing looked casually
strewn about as if thrown there after a day
of hard work, yet from the bustling just
around the shelf from us, it was clear that
the hard work was nowhere close to over.
It was roughly 8:00 a.m., and we found
out that the Amish had been at it since
5:30 that morning.
We eventually made it to the breakfast line, where trays of breakfast goods
lined long tables, waiting to be consumed.
I looked at the faces of our Amish cooks
and servers: they were of all ages. Old
men helped young ladies stir soup broth,
old women walked around with deep
trays full of hash browns and corn mash,
and younger kids served coffee, milk and
orange juice. All of the women wore dark
blue dresses and had white bonnets that
covered the backs of their heads. The
men wore dark blue overalls and had the
same bowl haircut, which reminded me of
that bowl-cut that many of us boys (and
some girls, too) had as kids. They seemed
to allow the sides to hang over their ears,
though, making the faces of even the oldest, most bearded men call to my mind the

Emily Rapp ’12 and
Courtney Cowper ’11

What is Dr. Seuss’s real
name?
What flower is
mentioned in the song
“Kokosing Farewell”?
What are the longest
living cells in the human
body?

Total Correct

Travis Landry
Betty Jo Morrison-Mizer
Assistant Professor of Spanish
AVI Cook

Fac/Staff

Totals so far:
Students: 32.5
Faculty: 28

Gambier
Grillin’
What is the most
visited museum in the
world?
What country produces
the most coffee?

faces of young children. I find it interesting
Richard and I spoke with the mother
that, as a rule, all the men and women, of the family, who sat across from us. I
regardless of age, look and dress pretty asked her where she was from, and she
much the same way.
was shy and slow in answering. In the enI wondered if, in such a conservative suing conversation, I often caught myself
culture in the midst of a modern world, speaking more slowly than usual, as if this
the number of young Amish people is woman were incapable of understanding
dwindling. Are young Amish people leav- me. Strange assumptions creep in even
ing their communities? I looked around when you think you’re an enlightened
and saw several young people — those liberal arts student. I found that talking
boys in the parking lot, the servers, a to someone who is so different from you,
towheaded mid-twentyish guy, a brunette even for a short time, can make you selfabout the same age — and was, perhaps conscious. I had to remember that she was
arrogantly, surprised. After all, if you grow an Amish woman, not an alien.
up in a very distinct, intermingled culture
After breakfast, we spent some
like the Amish one (Stu joked that the time looking at the items in the silent
Amish had only four last names between auction. They were scattered around the
them), would you really be so ready to factory floor, humbly tucked in corners
leave everything you know? Is our higher- where they awaited perusal. It looked
tech culture necessarily better for being so? like they had been crafted specifically for
I don’t know, but the proportion of young the occasion. There was a dark, gorgeous
people in the Amish population that writing desk, a smooth wooden bench, a
made our breakfast
large bureau, a play
seemed to indicate When Kluge spied a space fence, a little mock
it is not.
and other
for all of us at the table of barnyard
We walked
handmade items
into the back area an Amish couple with of various sizes. I
of the factory where three little kids, his face passed a sheet of
our hosts had set up
paper that offered
long picnic-style ta- lit up with a mischievous a one-day total
bles, our trays tilting grin, as if he couldn’t be- housecleaning by
from the weight of
“Two Yoder Girls,”
the hearty food, and lieve his luck.
with the lone bid of
looked for a place to
a mere $15. In fact,
sit. Richard told me that when Kluge spied there didn’t seem to be many bids at all.
a space for all of us at the table of an Amish
On the way out, I passed a large
couple with three little kids, his face lit up poster that caught my eye. In the top cenwith a mischievous grin, as if he couldn’t ter were the names Adam and Eve. All of
believe his luck. Within a few minutes of their descendants — every last Zebulon,
our sitting down, the venerable writer was Isaac and Sara — spread out beneath
imperiously practicing his German with them, all leading down to the name “Jesus”
the five-year old sitting across from him. in big red letters at the bottom. I lingered,
I don’t know what he was asking him, idly thinking that a chart like that must be
but the boy wasn’t responding. I turned impossible to memorize, until I realized
to him and said conspiratorially, “I’d be everyone was walking out to the van and
terrified, too.”
it was time to go.
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I haven’t a clue.

Theodor Geisel

By Susannah gruder &
Phoebe Hillemann
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By wesley keyser
Photo Editor Abroad
My experience in China has
taken me out of my comfort zone
in ways I never believed possible.
From the small things, such as lack
of heating and being treated like a
child, to larger things, such as being
in a politically repressed country
with politically repressed people, I
have had an experience that in only
three months has already changed
my life.
I started studying in Beijing in
January. Sitting at the political and
cultural center of China, Beijing
was a great city in which to begin
my study abroad experience. I was
quickly acclimated to the foreign
environment, dealing with a broken
heating system in the first week. We
had to sleep in pea coats and long
underwear, and shivered ourselves
to sleep. And that’s just the tip of
the iceberg.
One of the most eye-opening
experiences I’ve had was going
to Tiananmen Square with my
Chinese roommate, along with my
friend and his Chinese roommate. I
had previously been to Tiananmen
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during the Olympics when it was
completely packed with people. This
time, however, it was completely
empty, save for a few military policemen. Upon arriving I was awestruck.
Not only was it completely different
from the last time I was there, it was
much more moving. I was under
the impression that everyone felt
free to talk about the enormous
political and cultural implications
of the Tiananmen Square incident.
My friend’s roommate, however,
seemed perplexed as to why we were
so awestruck. My roommate whispered “six four” under his breath, a
Chinese abbreviation for the event.
It was clear that my roommate and
this other student knew what had
happened here, but even when we
got back to our dorm, they were still
were hesitant to talk about it.
I am now studying in Hangzhou, a city about an hour east of
Shanghai, and I still have this same
sort of experience. My Chinese
roommate over the past three weeks
has become increasing hostile toward me. This is not because of my
dirty clothes scattered all over the
floor, or the fact I stay up until 3:00
a.m. every night with the light on,

but because of my attitudes toward
China. My roommate and his friend
are smart students, attending one of
top schools in the country, but they
get angry with me because I keep
mentioning the fact that China
is a developing country, when to
them, China is a model nation,
almost on par with the United
States. My roommate continually
mentions the fact that Shanghai
and Beijing’s GDPs are the same
as America’s, which, even if true, is
probably a statistic inflated by the
government.
He not only gets angry with
me for my views on China, but also
for how I approach my life. I think
most Americans value free time to
relax and have fun. Whatever your
poison is, from movies to drinking,
most Kenyon students participate
in at least one extracurricular activity. My Chinese roommate, on the
other hand, sees this as a waste of
time. My roommate, a few friends
and I went on a trip together the
other weekend to a nearby city. During our trip we visited a very moving
museum discussing the Japanese
invasion and subsequent massacre
of the Chinese people in Nanjing.

Features

Keyser (center) with Chinese roommate and
Nick Mohar-Schurz ’11 on the Great Wall.

Afterwards, the Americans wanted
to go and relax, have a cup of coffee
and then go out. To my roommate
this was a waste of time. We should
go to bed at 9:00 p.m. so we can get
up at 7:00 a.m. and visit everything
in the city. Yet when we visited that
museum he blew through it in under 30 minutes, whereas I took over
an hour and a half. It’s these sorts of
cultural differences that have made
me grow as a person.
I don’t feel anger toward my
roommate. Instead I feel more of
a sense of pity. He cannot receive
an unbiased education, and even
as a sophomore in college he has to
take a class called “Maozi Dong’s
Thoughts and Dengxiao Ping’s



courtesy of wesley keyser

Theories.” He is bombarded from
every angle with this type of propaganda and I have no way of bringing
up new ideas.
All in all, however, my experience has already broadened my
horizons. I have really enjoyed
seeing a country so different from
my own in so many different ways.
As much as I often feel angry and
confused at the policies put in place
by the government or by our host
institution, I sometimes take a step
back and laugh at myself. Many of
the problems that I have created are
not problems inherent to China,
but problems with myself that my
study abroad experience is helping
me work through.

Pupil to Professor: Adele Davidson, English
By ben mcmillan
Staff Writer

courtesy of adele davidson

As a member of one of the first classes of women to be admitted to Kenyon,
Professor of English Adele Davidson ’75
has been able to watch Kenyon change
over the years. “The first three classes
of women at Kenyon were distinct in
themselves since we were part of the socalled Coordinate College for Women
at Kenyon College,” Davidson said. “In
some ways there wasn’t a lot of difference
and distinction, but in other ways we got
here and realized that we weren’t really
part of the larger college. We weren’t allowed to participate in the [First-Year]
Sing, we weren’t initially allowed to sign
the matriculation book. We were a pioneering group. ... I think Kenyon is still
dealing with some gender issues that have
held on since women arrived at Kenyon,”
Davidson said. Although she did not
feel any explicit animosity from the male
population, she felt tension “hanging in
the air,” she said.
“I think some of the earlier classes
before us felt more of the tension than
we did,” Davidson said. She described
how a female student once received the
same number grade as a male student but
a lower letter grade. When she asked why
that was the case, the female student was
told that it was because the male student
was going to medical school. Despite this,
“one of the things I liked about Kenyon

was that most of the professors were bending over backwards to incorporate the
new female population,” Davidson said.
Davidson became aware of Kenyon
when her uncle, a French professor at
another institution, recommended the
College to her after attending the inauguration ceremony of President William
G. Caples. “Basically no one from my high
school had gone to Kenyon or even heard
of it,” Davidson said. “In an ironic way,
Kent State had just happened, and when
I told people that I was going to Kenyon,
they thought I was going to Kent State.”
“I was somewhat interested in the
pioneering aspect of coming to Kenyon,”
Davidson said. “I was really interested
since one of the guidebooks said that
Kenyon ‘fiercely asserted its liberal arts
character.’” Unsure of her educational
and career path, Davidson thought that
English would be a good choice for a
major.
During Davidson’s time at Kenyon,
the Vietnam War weighed on the students. “My first year at Kenyon was the
draft lottery, so people went and watched
on the television as they drew numbers,”
Davidson said. “A few students came back
from southeast Asia. On one hand, the
war seemed far away, but on the other
hand, the war was always present.
“I felt I had a really great college experience here, and that’s part of what drew
me back to Kenyon to teach,” Davidson
said. Finding a college that had good

faculty-student relationships and a small
community was important to Davidson
as she looked for a professorship. After
she arrived, Davidson found that there
were distinct communities within the
faculty. “Some of the older faculty was of
the World War II generation, and then
some of the younger professors had been
part of the civil rights movement, and
then the youngest group of faculty had
been part of the social revolution at the
time,” she said.
Remarking on how Kenyon has
changed, Davidson said: “Kenyon is a
more comprehensive operation now. I
think one of the continuing strengths
of Kenyon is knowing how to do a lot
with somewhat limited resources. We
have more resources now, but at the time
they really did a lot with what they had.”
Although Davidson still sees genderrelated tension as a prominent issue on
campus, Kenyon has come a long way
in her eyes. “The formation of places like
Unity House and Crozier, for students
who want to be part of those communities, is definitely a progression from when
I was here,” she said.
Describing one of her favorite
college memories, Davidson said, “I remember one particularly lovely October
day walk, when some of my friends and
I walked down to Quarry Chapel. [Robert] Frost has a wonderful poem about
the one day that summarizes everything.
I think back on that.”
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by matt grier
Guest Columnist
For those of you have been under
a rock this past week — or those of
you who have not taken advantage of
the College’s graciously priced $4,090
mandatory dining policy — Kenyon
has soared to the forefront of the struggle
against man-made climate change. “How
did we do this?” one might ask. Has the
College banned smoking like UNC has
in order to cut down on noxious CO2
emissions? Have we dimmed the KAC
lights at night to cut down on energy
costs? No and no. What the College has
done is institute “Trayless Tuesdays” — a
prohibition on cafeteria trays that will
be in effect every Tuesday until our ecobattle has been won, one tray at a time.
As a junior at this fine institution, I
have seen various things disappear over
the past three years. We have seen our
fraternities under attack, our division
housing threatened, our Milk Cartons
taken away… and now our trays? Yes,
Kenyon College, welcome to a brave new
world where no tray stands in the way of
the salvation of our Ohio ecosystem.
At first, I was taken aback by this
decree, but upon further analysis, I have
come to see where my peers who support
the Tray-Ban of 2010 are coming from.
As an ex-tray user, I was unaware of the
harm I was doing others by simply picking up a tray, loading it up with food I

will barely eat and throwing it all away.
I thought, “Well, I’m being forced to
spend $4,090 a year on AVI cuisine;
why shouldn’t I be able to do with it
what I wish?” How naïve I once was. I
was completely unaware that this whole
time I had been part of a community
dominated by wasteful tray users (a.k.a.
Traytors) — and I was one of them.
Just as Kenyon College’s strong Greek
system has created and fostered a maledominated culture with their massive
fraternity houses, anarchic parties and
their wild, unbridled and unregulated
rush weeks, our reliance on trays has
fostered an even greater evil — a traydominated culture. This culture of tray
supremacy must cease to exist. Instituting
“Trayless Tuesdays” is a good start, but it
does not go far enough.
This is why we need to institute
what I like to call “Division Dining.”
Those in the community who wish to
partake in the Tray-Scene will need to
sign up for the right to do so. These
Traytors will be separated from those
who have freed themselves of their
dependency on trays — we’ll call them
“Independents.” These Graceful Dining
Independents (GDIs, as they are referred
to by some) will reside in the Dempsey
dining halls, separated from the TrayPeople who will eat their meals in the
Great Hall. After each year of eating with
Tray-Aide, a student will lose one utensil
point. If the Traytors cannot fill the
Great Hall to 75 percent capacity, then
they will forfeit their graciously awarded
tray privilege. Lastly, if a student wishes
to bypass Kenyon’s meal plan (which
has recently increased from $4,090 to
$5,220 — a 27.6 percent increase — despite the largest recession since the Great
Depression), he or she may apply for OffCampus Dining privileges. If awarded
this privilege, the student must sign an

agreement with the owner of his or her
restaurant of choice, setting the dining
parameters. No more than ten diners
at once, and certainly no parties, unless
you belong to an organization that has
demonstrated national dominance for
each of the past 31 years (only 29 more to
go for Slytherin House, the back-to-back
winners of the Harry Potter Day Quidditch Challenge!). In such a case, this
organization can host one party a year
with no rules and no repercussions. Such
mayhem might shock one’s mother, but
fear not — Kenyon College will have
everything under control.
Now, one might clamor: “Such
a trayless system is absurd! And now
that you mention it, so are Trayless
Tuesdays. I am already being forced to
pay thousands of dollars for the schoolmandated meal plan, which offers no
late-night dining and no variations to its
three-meals-a-day pricing plan; shouldn’t
I at least be allowed to carry my food to
my table in bulk? Couldn’t Kenyon offer
more than just one general meal plan for
those of us who do not frequent Peirce
three times a day? Perhaps the College
could even put a discount in there for
those who pledge not to use trays.”
These opinions are valid, but Student X must take a broader view of the
Kenyon community. When one looks
at the College as a whole, such a system
does not appear unreasonable in the
slightest. Given the state of our campus,
adding trays to the list of other Kenyon
College-anachronisms that have been
led toward extinction since my time as a
freshman is not only a moral obligation
but is practical as well. It would do wonders for our admissions rate. After all,
who would want to go to a school with
“Milk Carton” apartments, a vibrant
Greek life and a logical meal plan with
cafeteria trays?

Letter to the Editor: Psychomagnotheric Peirce?
Editor:
It’s no secret that students are
unhappy with the Peirce servery. I
know I cannot speak for the whole
student body, but students I’ve
spoken to all believe that being in
the servery area really does make

them mean-spirited. Everybody
tenses up, acts defensively and cuts
everyone else off in pursuit of the
ultimate goal of escaping that little
room. It’s about as close as we can
get to a Hobbesian state of nature
while remaining indoors. (I feel it

Space Lion Cavalry by Jack McKean

is necessary to note that this phenomenon occurs not because of but
in spite of the servery staff — you
will be hard-pressed to find a better
group of genuinely nice people.)
To put it bluntly, Peirce turns
people into assholes. Why? For
fellow buffs of the paranormal, the
answer is simple: just take a page
from the Ghostbusters’ book. If
we dig under Peirce, I wonder if we
would find a concentrated source
of psychomagnotheric slime. For
those of you who are unversed in
scientific jargon or Ghostbusterspeak, this is a pool of slime that
generates bad vibes and then feeds
off them. Consider it the antiFlubber. Sure, the Ghostbusters’
case involved a 16th-century tyrant
who wanted to inhabit a baby’s
body to achieve immortality. But
our solution is just as simple. Yes,
we don’t have a Statue of Liberty to
ride, but that doesn’t mean we can’t
spread cheer and goodwill also.
Kenyon, if we pick our heads up
and smile just a little bit more, we
can counteract this psychoactive
sludge and make Peirce an enjoyable place. That, or we could just
play a lot of Jackie Wilson.
— Mark Armstrong ’12

Shock Your
Momma, Not
the Prospies
Last year, it was the week of
“boobs on trees.” This year, it’s
Shock Your Momma weekend. Yes,
Kenyon, this Friday is Admitted
Students Visit Day. Combining the
weekend of a uniquely scandalous
party with one of the times that
brings in the most high school
students to campus — including
for overnight stays — is a dangerous plan.
This upcoming weekend, not only will high
school sophomores and
juniors be visiting as in
other weeks, but also a lot
of accepted seniors will be
on campus weighing their
choices before the May 1
decision deadline. Neither
the prospective students
nor the Kenyon community will benefit from this
unfortunate timing. This
especially debaucherous event
does not represent Kenyon’s usual
character, and visiting students
may get the wrong impression of
our school. Nothing against Shock
Your Momma — we at the Collegian are all for celebrating our most
successful sports teams and letting
loose for a night at a time of year
that has everyone stressed out. But
two issues present themselves.
First, the raucous, near-nude
event may scare off students looking for a college not dominated by
athletics and the party scene — a
description Kenyon usually fits,
except on this most hallowed weekend. Second, and more importantly,
high schoolers could be put at a
heightened risk of binge drinking
and sexual assault. The prospies will
experience Kenyon in its most liberated state, even if Campus Safety
succeeds in screening the overly
eager ones out at the entrance to
Gund Commons. They will be
exposed to the heightened levels
of “pre-gaming” that are part and
parcel of this annual event and see
all the outrageous outfits students
sport in transit to the party. When
it comes to heavy drinking and college students, there is always a risk
of sexual assault — and in light of
the recently reported sexual assault
of a non-student (“Village Record,”
April 1) we at Kenyon should be
especially wary of mixing those
dangerous ingredients with minors,
who besides being less assertive and
campus-savvy in general potentially
bring up serious legal issues.
We at the Collegian think
we can all agree that Shock Your
Momma isn’t the best representation of our institution. This
weekend will definitely not bring
out the best in us, and we hope
that in the future, for the safety of
prospies and the uninhibited fun of
Kenyon students, the College more
carefully plans its accepted student
visiting days.

staff editorial
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The Collegian Receives a Guided Tour of President Nugent’s Campus Residence

is now Olin Library but was torn
down this year.
My two tour guides began by
Last week I had the opportuni- showing me the living room, one
ty to go on a private tour of Crom- of three main rooms off the long
well Cottage, President S. Georgia corridor leading from the entrance
Nugent’s campus residence, led by and a popular place for entertainKathryn Brechler, Nugent’s secre- ing. The room has a color scheme
tary, and Nugent herself. As I later of red, black and white, which
found out from College Historian are Nugent’s favorite colors. “She
and Keeper of Kenyoniana Tom likes the monochromatic styles,”
Stamp ’73, Cromwell was designed Brechler said. Framed covers from
by architect Alfred Granger, a The Kenyon Review are a new admember of the class of 1888, dition to the room. Also adornand was officially completed in ing the walls are several pieces
1911. “The Cotof artwork that
tage was a gift The attic, which now
Nugent has colto the College
lected from her
from Wil l iam serves as Nugent’s
travels to places
Nelson Crom- exercise room, was
such as Athens
well, a lawyer
and Hong Kong.
and philanthro- designed to be used
The original
pist, for he felt as a ballroom. There
hardwood floors
that a president
were discovered
needed a home was also once a work- when the Colbefitting of his ing sauna in the base- l e g e d e c i d e d
stature,” Stamp
to remove the
s a i d . B e f o r e ment of the Cottage.
older, off-white
Cromwell was
carpeting.
built, Kenyon presidents until
Attached to the living room
William Foster Peirce lived on the is the library, a common space for
same site but in the smaller, less Nugent to hold meetings with
extravagant Walton House, which trustees. Every wall is lined with
had been relocated to behind what shelves containing her personal
By laura goehrke
Staff Writer

collection of books, which she began amassing during her time as a
classics major at Princeton University.
“Mostly the house has been
furnished by presidents themselves,
as they are given a redecorating budget when they first move in,” Stamp
said. 		
The next room down the hall
is the dining room, which was, at
the time of my visit, in the process
of being set up for a lunch with Nugent that four juniors had won at a
silent auction earlier this year. The
room has splashes of Kenyon purple
throughout, as well as several pieces
of older pewter and silver dining
ware. Right off this more intimate
gathering space is a catering kitchen,
which was added about five years
ago. Attached is Nugent’s private
kitchen, where she said she does
most of her work.
Another new addition is the
family room, an open room with
wooden beams running across the
ceiling. The room is filled with
Nugent’s own furniture, including more modern black and white
leather couches and sleek white
bookshelves. “I love this room,”
Nugent said. “I just wish I spent
more time in it.”

Upstairs, I was shown several
Nugent informed me of some
guest bedrooms, Nugent’s hus- slight problems than she has enband’s workspace and a guest bath- countered while living in Cromroom with a beautiful light blue well, including the presence of bats.
ceramic toilet
“I ’ve become
and matching Framed covers from accustomed to
tub. What rehere and
The Kenyon Review are ones
ally stood out,
there over the
however, were a new addition to the years, but it can
the fish lig ht
so cre epy,”
l i v i n g r o o m . A l s o be
fixtures, made
she said. There
u p o f a p a i r ador ning the walls have also been
of light bulbs
ant infesare several pieces of some
protruding out
tations throughof two fishes’ artwork that Nugent out the Cottage.
m o u t h s . Nu not an easy
has collected from “It’s
gent’s bedroom
house for a
is upstairs, but her travels to places family to live
it was not inthese days,”
such as Athens and in
cluded in the
Stamp said.
tour. Cromwell Hong Kong.
N u g e n t ’s
also includes a
favorite aspect
private back porch, where sev- of Cromwell is its capacity to hold
eral outdoor receptions have so many events. “ We’ve hosted
been held.
some great holiday gatherings with
There is more to Cromwell guest appearances from student
than meets the eye, or at least what a cappella groups and even Santa
my eye met on the tour. Stamp Claus himself. It’s really nice to
mentioned that the attic level, open up the home,” Nugent said.
which now ser ves as Nugent’s
“Anytime we want to entertain
exercise room, was once designed with style, we try to do it in Cromto be used as a ballroom. He also well,” Stamp said.
mentioned that there was once a
working sauna in the basement.
All photos by the writer
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Professors’ Pods: Academics’ Anthems

Professor Robin Gordon Shares Five of her Favorite Songs with the Kenyon Community

Visiting Assistant Professor of Drama Robin Gordon.

by Miles Purinton
Staff Writer
Robin Gordon, visiting assistant professor of drama, wears
many different creative hats — actor, director, choreographer. As
she teaches classes dealing with
movement and voice, it is not surprising that music is an important
part of her life. Music, however,
affects Gordon in a surprising
way. “Music rarely relaxes me,”
she said, “It stimulates thoughts

Miles Purinton

and memories, sparks images and
feelings, and moves me to action.”
For Gordon, music is found all
over, not just in songs, but in the
sounds of daily life. “Because I’m
easily distracted, music rarely
serves as a backdrop for my daily
activity. For instance, right now,
there’s this great sound outside
— a dump truck or a Caterpillar,
something with hydraulics — that
I thought for a moment was a
shakuhachi,” a Japanese wind in-

strument. Through her familiarity with dance, Gordon’s musical
tastes have continued to change.
“Dance introduced me to volumes
of classical, new classical and
world music and influenced the
way in which I listened to music,”
she said, “I suspect that spending
my teens and early twenties in the
Pacific Northwest during the age
of grunge also had an effect on my
musical tastes.” In general, Gordon said that her musical tastes
“lean toward jazz, alternative rock
and singer-songwriter folk/rock.”
Other genres that didn’t make her
list of five include classic American rock, Nashville Americana
and Canadian folk.
As a final thought on how
music influences her life and
her work, Gordon said: “I think
about soundscape and musicality of physical and vocal tempo,
rhythm, shape and dynamic. The
quality of movement and voice
might suggest a musical instrument or st yle of music to me
that in turn might influence my
choreography or staging. Sometimes music informs my work, but
perhaps more often, I find music
in response to something already
in the work.”
B ob Mo ul d w ith Sug ar,
“Hoover Dam,” on Copper Blue

Dire Straits — a lot — but like
Knopfler, Mould is still telling his
own good story. I also dig Velvet
Underground and The Who for
their delicious vibrations and for
the story in the sound.”
Pink Martini, “Hang On,
Little Tomato,” on Hang On,
Little Tomato

“Thoughts of home keep me
going, so I suppose Pink Martini
is representative of home, especially Portland. The music is soft
and lounge-like, personal, local
and global. China Forbes is so
vocally versatile. My mom is a big
Pink Martini fan, so I think of her
when I listen to this little orchestra, and especially this song.”
Goran Bregovic, “Mesecina,” on Underground
“ Yu g o s l av i a n a l t erna ti v e
rocker Bregovic wrote music for
one of my favorite little flicks,
Arizona Dream. His music is so
saturated and freeing . I think
that’s why I also like Kings of
Leon and Igg y Pop so much.”

Miles Davis, “Move,” on
Birth of the Cool

“I like world jazz as served
up by Willie & Lobo and Maggie Green, the improvised jazz of
Medesky, Martin & Wood and
Bill Frisell’s work on the guitar,
but thinking about Birth of the
Cool makes me want to listen to
the album and move. I suppose
that’s a common reaction given
how many recording artists cite
Davis, and especially Birth of
the Cool, as a major influence on
their work.”
Leonard Cohen, “Who By
Fire,” on The Essential Leonard
Cohen
“I couldn’t complete this
list without this gentleman. His
dreamy, luscious tone and range
melts me, but his lyrics dig into
me, especially those influenced
by his religious journey. Other
singer-song writers I frequently
listen to include Randy Newman,
Ben Folds and Todd Snider. Other
Canadians I dig : Rufus Wainwright and the Wailin’ Jennys.”

Senior Recitals Preview
EVAN AXELBAUM

GREG ROSENBAUM

On Saturday at 4:00 p.m. Evan
Axelbaum will present his senior
recital for alto and soprano saxophone in Brandi Recital Hall. The
music played will span several years
and will incorporate several styles,
from the French chamber music of
Eugene Bozza to pieces of jazz from
the famed Charles Mingus and Thelonious Monk. Anyone with a taste
for jazz should find it the perfect
precursor to Shock Your Momma.

On Saturday at 1:00 p.m.
Greg Rosenbaum will present
his senior recital for guitar. His
selections include ever ything
from traditional Irish and Spanish folk songs to modern electric
blues from the likes of Stevie Ray
Vaughn and Peter Green. The
performance is bound to straddle
the line between soaring electric
rock and intimate acoustic moments.

“ Through Husker Du and
Sugar, I’m still with this guy, but
my relationship with Mould is
mostly physical. The streaming
vibrations of that loud but not
wailing electric g uitar get me
moving. I miss Sugar like I miss

KFS Preview

FILMS THAT WILL SHOCK YOUR MOTHER
Friday, April 9 — A Clockwork Orange
Few artists can claim to be as shocking as film director Stanley Kubrick (2001: A Space Odyssey, Dr. Strangelove), whose
controversial masterpiece A Clockwork Orange is certainly one of the more disturbingly brilliant films ever produced. The
futuristic movie is almost impossible to summarize or describe concisely, but we can assure you that whether you love it or
hate it (and you will either love it or hate it), you will have something to say about it by the end of the movie. Originally
receiving an “X” rating, the film has now become a classic and is one of Kubrick’s more recognizable works. It is especially
notable for Kubrick’s use of music, specifically classical music, to enhance the images on the screen. Also notable is the
fact that it came out the same year as both Dirty Harry and Stray Dogs, which first prompted a still-ongoing debate about
violence in entertainment.
Saturday, April 10 — The Rocky Horror Picture Show
Did you miss the live production of Rocky Horror? Did you see the live production of Rocky Horror and love it? Either
way, you should join us for this screening of Richard O’Brien’s campy rock musical The Rocky Horror Picture Show. The
film has understandably become one of the most popular films ever made, and in 2005 it was selected by the Library of
Congress to be put in the National Film Registry — an honor reserved only for films deemed culturally, historically or
aesthetically significant. It even holds the Guinness World Record for the highest number of consistent screenings for
any film of all time. The film has a fantastic cast, including Meat Loaf and Susan Sarandon, and introducing Tim Curry
in his star-making turn as the alien transvestite Dr. Frank-N-Furter. The film has truly become a phenomenon, especially
amazing since the reviews were initially overwhelmingly negative. I guess there might be hope for Cop Out after all.
While we’re not allowed to bring food into the KAC Theater (so no throwing toast or rice, folks), we will still be having
a full-on screening, with plenty of callbacks encouraged. And, since it’s a short film, there will be plenty of time to get to
Shock Your Momma afterwards. You’re even encouraged to wear your Shock Your Momma outfit to the screening!
So come join us at the KAC Theater at 7:30 this Friday and Saturday to view these wonderful films. Screenings are open
to anyone and are completely free.
—Miles Purinton

CHRISTOPHER SIMON
On Saturday at 8:00 p.m.
Christopher Simon will present
his senior composition and give
a talk about its gestation. His
piece is titled “Re-Creation” and
juxtaposes the last seven words
of Christ against the seven days
of Biblical creation. The piece is
about how Jesus’s death on the
cross worked to set things back
to the way they were supposed to
be before sin — a Re-Creation of
the world.
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Flashmob’s Rocky Horror Gets Everyone In On the Joke
by JAMES DENNIN
Staff Writer
In the ’20s and ’30s, during
the rise of film, going to the movies was much more participatory
an experience than it is today.
B e f ore th e in c or p orati on o f
sound, audience members were
often encourag ed to be vocal
during movie screenings, cheering and jeering at the voiceless
characters.
It is in the spirit of th is
nostalgia that The Rocky Horror Picture Show gained such a
large cult following. The present
incarnation of The Rocky Horror
Picture Show, currently playing
midnight screenings at “indie”
movie theaters in a cit y near
you, is in many ways an attempt
to recapture the audience participation once associated with
film. Those who attend the film
today do so in costume and shout
and fling various plot-relevant
items at the scre en, entering
what has become a very literal
“time warp.”
It is with similar intent that
the noble performers of Flashmob’s The Rocky Horror Show
tried to further integrate the audience into the experience of live
theater — with mixed results.
The musical ran last weekend, April 3, 4 and 5, culminating

with a midnight performance on
Sunday morning. The audience
in attendance was a lively one
— promiscuous attire was donned
and lyrics were dutifully memorized. It was undoubtedly due to
the liveliness of the crowd that the
actors were able to maintain such
high energ y levels throughout
their second production of the
night, which did not end until
almost 3:00 a.m.
The plot is irrelevant to our
discussion here. I’ve seen Rocky
Horror three times and exactly
what happens in the story is still
vastly unclear to me. What I do
know, however, is that a young
couple (played with relentless,
adorable, virginal smiles throughout by Kenny Fedorko ’13 and
Melody Travers ’12) crash their
car in a storm. The two, named
Brad (cue a chorus of demeaning
shouts) and Janet (cue a chorus
of accusations that she is of ill repute), make their way into a castle
in search of a phone (cue audience
bafflement at the absurdity of this
suggestion).
As you may glean, there is
little room for exposition in a
room where the names of the protagonists elicit incessant yelling.
The audience, acting under the
direction of the narrator (Miles
Purinton ’12), prevents the vast
majority of dialogue, lyrics and

ever ything else viewers mig ht
need from being heard.
It’s not from any lack of effort. The performers, almost
without exception, sing and act
with as much expression and
energ y as I have seen on a Kenyon stage. The opener, “Science
Fiction/Double Feature,” was
sung with endearing exuberance

by Madeline Jobrack ’13 and
this precedent was maintained
throughout. Travers’s wonderful but unique voice enlivened
what is usually a one-dimensional
character. Patrick Joyal ’13, in
the role of the transvestite Dr.
Frank-N-Furter was bold — to
say the least.
For fans of Rocky Horror,

The cast members of Rocky Horror strut their stuff.

it’s hard to imagine a better way
to appreciate a Saturday night.
What seems gimmicky to outsiders is undoubtedly part of a long
tradition and staple of counterculture. Find in your prop bag
everything you could need, pop
a throat lozenge and shout your
lungs out. In Rocky Horror there
is no room for outsiders.

CHARLOTTE WOOLF

subUrbia: Burnouts Bring Youthful Energy to the Bolton
by Bob Dorff
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Drew Lewis ’10 carries Gracie Gardner ’13 in subUrbia.

BRIAN HENDERSON

subUrbia, a play by Eric Bogosian, will energize the Bolton Theater
when it goes up this Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, April 8, 9 and 10. The
play premiered in 1994, and members
of the cast say its modern viewpoint
will appeal to the Kenyon community. “Because it takes place in the
nineties it’s very modern, especially
compared to a lot of stuff we’ve done
at the Bolton recently,” said Rania
Manganaro ’10, who plays Snooze,
a burnout performance artist. The
play’s modernity is palpable from
even the barest description of the
plot, which places six slacker friends
in front of a 7-Eleven. The group attended the same high school, and the
play finds them struggling with the
issues an aimless life presents.
“The best part is that it’s an ageappropriate show,” said Drew Lewis
’10, who plays Tim. “The actors are
the age of the characters they are
portraying, unlike any of the stuff
you normally see at Kenyon.” The actors expect the play to carry a special
resonance with Kenyon students,
who may sometimes find themselves
engulfed in the hard-partying aimless
lifestyle embodied by the onstage
characters. “It’s not a normal show
for Kenyon to do,” Lewis said, “but
I think it’s a really great show for
Kenyon to do, because I think that
the Kenyon audience will actually
enjoy it.”

“It’s not massively complex,”
Manganaro said, “but it’s interesting
and its audience should be exactly
our age.”
While the play focuses on a
lifestyle that many people would like
to avoid at all costs, it also features
its fair share of comedy. “It’s funny,
but also very emotional,” Manganaro
said. While the play provides the
basis for comedy and drama, the
actors will bring their own energy
to the performance. “There’s a lot
more leniency in terms of what we
can do onstage. We run all over the
set, we get to spit on stage, we fake
vomit on stage. Basically, the stage
is a playground for burnouts,” Manganaro said.
As this is the last main-stage
production of the year, it is a great
opportunity for those who have
previously missed Kenyon theater
to finally see what all the fuss is
about. “I think a lot of people don’t
ever come to shows here … but this
one is so easy to watch,” Lewis said.
Clocking in at around 90 minutes,
the show seems perfect for those
who want to sprinkle some culture
into their pre-weekend activities.
“It’s half as long as Avatar, it’s like
watching a movie, it’s that kind
of show,” Manganaro said, “It’s all
totally natural. It’s like hanging
out with your friends except you’re
watching it.” Lewis summed up the
cast’s sentiments with a simple statement: “It’s a party onstage. It’s going
to be cool.”
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Unlike MTV, KFM Actually Plays Music Videos
by Bob dorff
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Despite the all-student e-mail
controversy that erupted surrounding one of its entrants, the
Kenyon Filmmakers’ Music Video
Competition on Saturday, April 3,
was a resounding success. Starting
at 8:00 p.m. in Weaver Cottage, all
of the films were screened in succession and the audience members
voted for their favorite film via
closed ballot. In the end, over 120
ballots were collected.
The contest’s rules were simple: make a music video using an
original or cover song. The openended nature of the rules allowed
for a wide spectrum of video types,
and this ensured an exciting viewing experience. The films ran the
gamut from more story-driven
pieces, such as sophomore Gus
Steigmeyer’s Kenyon-centric timetravel narrative set to AC/DC’s
“Shoot to Thrill,” to first year Nick
Nazmi’s visually stunning, and decidedly less linear, take on “Little
Dreamer” by The Future Islands.
Some of the videos made an
effort to specifically highlight
Kenyon talent. Junior Nick Loud’s
take on Kenyon rap group Runny
Babbits’ song “Croquet Playaz
2.0” demonstrated impressive
production values and showcased

its stars’ witty lyrics, while Jean
Mougin ’10 produced a high-energy video featuring Luke Brandfon ’10. The most anomalous
entry came from Carl Kriss ’10,
who submitted what he deemed
“Kenyon’s first dunk mixtape.”
The video showcased the dunking
ability of Harry von Kann ’10 and
was naturally backed by a thumping rap soundtrack.
The decision to host a music
video competition came easily to
Kelly Anderson ’12 and Loud, the
new co-presidents of KFM. “Music
videos are something fun that everyone is familiar with,” Anderson
said. “They are five minutes, so
the ideal time span.” The idea of
an accessible format — like music
videos — that appeals to a wide audience is emblematic of the wider
mission established by KFM’s new
presidents. “Nick [Loud] and I are
still learning the ropes, but one of
the main goals that we have is to
make it more accessible for everybody, and to make it more of an
educational program.” To this end,
the group will be hosting workshops and tutorials to demonstrate
how easy and fun moviemaking
can be, she said.
Students who learn how to
bring their creations to life will
have plenty of opportunities to
show off their work . “Usually

we hold short film festivals,”
Anderson said. “Next semester
we’re going to do Kenyon ghost
stories.” Those who desire more
student films do not have long

to wait. “ We’re having another
film festival on the thirtieth of
April which will include alumni
from the film industry coming
back to judge,” Loud said. If the

Music Video Competition is any
indication, future screenings will
serve as a shining example of just
how creative the Kenyon student
body can be.

An image from Nick Loud’s video of Runny Babbits, which won the KFM Music Video Competition.

NICK LOUD

Drum and Soul: Kinobe & Soul Beat Africa Hit Rosse
by Andrew Ebner
Staff Writer
Kinobe & Soul Beat Africa’s
performance in Rosse Hall progressed in an interesting way: the
number of musicians onstage grew
song by song. While a few audience
members were still entering the
theater, Kinobe held the stage by
himself, playing a uniquely African
instrument known as the kalimba,
a wooden board with metal keys
played with the thumbs. When
plucked, a sonorous, resonant
sound emanates, and this enchanting introduction truly gave of sense
of what wonder was to come.
Kinobe & Soul Beat Africa
bring along Ugandan music and
unique instruments as they travel
around the country. The instruments they use range from the
familiar guitar to the West African
harp, known as the kora. One of the
musicians had an incredible array
of drums before him as he played;
another had a remarkable drum
that, when pounded with a fist,
filled the hall with a deep bass.
Throughout the performance,
Kinobe often talked about his
music to the audience. He said that
his music was a part of him and
his country, something he wanted
to share with others. He grew up
listening to the kinds of songs he
sings and plays, so his music is a
part of his heritage. He constructs
the instruments he plays himself

and educates others on these techniques. He pulls from many world
influences for his music. The most
endearing aspect of Kinobe may be
his charm: he said he was better at
playing music than at talking, but
he still presented himself and his
life with poise.
At one point in the concert,
he told a legend about a special
challenge. Each man participating
in the challenge had to carry a clay
jar full of water on his head to win
the hand of a beautiful woman. He
had to walk uphill from the river,
and, before getting to the end, a
bird would sing the most beautiful song. Every man had only one
chance. No one, they said, had ever
reached the top: the bird’s voice
was so beautiful that each man
would turn his head to see and
drop the pot. In an entertaining
segue, the band then said they’d
do their best to play the bird’s song
for the audience.
In another segment, Kinobe
and another member of the band
had a drum-off. Kinobe played a
tama, or a talking drum; it is hourglassed shaped with two drumheads
tuned by strings. When a player
flexes the strings under his arm,
they can regulate the pitch enough
that it sounds like speech. During
the drum-off, Kinobe asked his
friend, “Are you okay?” Kinobe
then drummed out his voice’s
pitch, making the drum sound
like speech. This prompted the

other musician to pound out an
entertaining, vibrant rhythm on
his larger drum.
The most remarkable part of
the concert was its finale: the audience was drawn to start dancing,
and within a few moments almost
all the rows were full of jumping,
cheering students and community

members. The performers were all
especially charming , leading all
the dancers to jump and dance in
rhythm while Kinobe sang with
flowing melodies.
After the music was over,
the band thanked the members
of the Black Student Union for
sponsoring them and posed for

photographs with others. They
showed off their instruments as
people passed by the stage to see.
With the incredible variety given,
wonderful music performed and
great interaction with the audience, it’s clear that Kinobe & Soul
Beat Africa truly put on a fantastic
show.

Horn Gallery Concert

Bob Dorff

The artists tUnE-yArDs and Xiu Xiu performed at the Horn Gallery on Tuesday, April 6.
Both groups play experimental rock music that surprises with its simultaneous obscurity
and accessibility. tUnE-yArDs especially impressed with her lo-fi mix of ukelele and electronica. Above is a photo from Xiu Xiu’s set.							

The Kenyon Collegian

Sports

Thursday, April 8, 2010

Lords Tennis Beats Blue Jays in Straight Sets
By Mark Motheral
Staff Writer
Coming into their Saturday, April
3, match against the eighth-ranked
Johns Hopkins University Blue Jays, the
seventh-ranked Lords tennis team had
captured multiple 9-0 victories, all against
weak, unranked opponents. Certainly, a
lopsided result was not expected when
the Kenyon faced Johns Hopkins. On
paper, the match looked to be a toss-up
— but in reality, the Lords played inspired tennis, particularly in doubles, and
although the match was close from start
to finish, the Blue Jays were ultimately
swept 9-0.
Kenyon’s doubles play was crucial to
its success. The Lords immediately took
the advantage when the second doubles
team of Tomas Piskacek ’10 and Jeremy
Polster ’11 cruised to an 8-2 win in the
best performance these two have had
together in their two years as a team.
Soon after that, the Lords’ first doubles
team of Mike Greenberg ’10 and Charlie
Brody ’10 dispatched their opponents
8-3. Johns Hopkins seemed poised to
cut into Kenyon’s early deficit with a 7-4
advantage at third doubles over Will VandenBerg ’10 and Paul Burgin ’13. With
their backs against the wall, VandenBerg
and Burgin improved their level of play
and took the match to a tiebreak at 8-8,
eventually winning 9-8, and giving their
team an overwhelming 3-0 lead heading
into singles.
Needless to say, Head Tennis Coach
Scott Thielke was very pleased with his
team’s performance in doubles. “Doubles
was by far the best aspect of our day
against [Johns Hopkins],” Thielke said.
“We have spent a great deal of time with
doubles and have the right pairings for
our current stage of the season.”
In singles, the Lords faced plenty of
resistance from Johns Hopkins, but they
ultimately completed the shutout. At first
singles, Greenberg, a former national
champion in singles, put on a brilliant
display, winning 6-1, 6-0. Piskacek then
clinched the match for the Lords at second singles, although he barely escaped
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Lords Lacrosse Falls to
Wittenberg in NCAC Clash
rably with his second goal of the game.
Just 14 seconds later, Geoff Akie ’12
scored his first of the match. But
After an impressive performance the Tigers countered again with two
against Otterbein College, the Lords goals of their own, making the score
lacrosse team was back on the field 12-5 with six minutes left. The Lords
this past Saturday, April 3, to take rallied with three goals in the final
on North Coast Athletic Conference minutes of play, but at the end they
foe Wittenberg University. Although came up short and the Lords fell 12-8.
both are athletic teams, the Lords “We played well in the second half,”
began the game at a disadvantage as Head Men’s Lacrosse Coach Doug
leading scorer Mackie Avis ’13 was Misarti said. “If we had played that
still sidelined due to a leg injury. His way the entire game, we could have
energetic play was sorely missed as the seen a different result. Even being
Lords fell to the Tigers in dramatic down seven, the team showed a lot of
fashion by a score of 12-8.
character in the second half.”
The first quarter of the game
The Lords now hold a record
was a nightmare for the Lords as they of 4-3, and though this may not be
surrendered three goals in the span of a glamorous record, Misarti sees it as
nine minutes. At the end of the first a positive. “We have thus far tested
quarter the Lords found themselves ourselves against some of the best in
maintaining a
the country,” he
four-goal deficit,
said. “In fact, three
the score reading
out of our four
5-1.
losses have come
As the secto teams ranked in
ond quarter bethe top 20 teams in
gan, the Lords
the nation. I feel
looked to bollike putting this
ster their lack
team up against
of offensive firethose opponents
power, but their
shows our charac- Coach Doug Misarti ter and our resolve
efforts were in
vain. The Lords
to get better. We
failed to penetrate the Tigers’ defense are a very athletic group and at times
and at the end of the first half, the we have played really well, but at other
Lords’ deficit had grown to seven times we show our youth.”
goals.
The Lords next host Colorado
Even though the Lords’ poten- College this Saturday, April 10, at
tial for a comeback looked futile, they 1:30 p.m. This game should be a test
would not yield. After halftime, the of the Lords’ strength, and Misarti
Lords’ offense finally came alive when believes that if the team can come
Jordan Zimolka ’10 and Drew Dam- together and maintain focus they will
skey ’10 each scored one goal apiece. play well. “I think this Colorado team
Unfortunately, the Tigers countered is going to be similar to the team we
with two goals of their own, making just played, very offensive-minded,”
the score 10-3.
he said. “We need to do a better job
Going into the fourth period, finishing. It is going to be a challenge,
the Lords knew they had to play but I think if we can put together 60
spectacularly to have any chance of minutes then we can put ourselves in
winning. Zimolka responded admi- a position to win.”
By Nate Oldach
Sports Editor

Thomas Piskacek ’10 readies himself for a shot.

a third set in a 6-3, 7-6, 9-7 win. Even
though Kenyon technically won with
Piskacek’s triumph, the Lords, who were
still on the court, never let up. Polster
showed a great desire to win at third
singles. Despite being broken multiple
times in the third set, Polster made a
dramatic comeback to win 6-4, 3-6, 7-5.
Later on, Polster described what the
win meant to him, and explained how he
walked away victorious. “My win over
Elgort was one of the most satisfying of
my career because I was down a break 4-3
and then 5-4 in the third set with my back
to the wall,” Polster said. “All match, I
needed to pull off big shots to win points.
A couple of the passing shots I hit were
some of my best ever. [My opponent]
was very fast and kept the points going
much longer than most players, so I had
to play my best to win each point. With
the points taking so long, the third set was
a battle of fitness. In the last game, [my
opponent] had completely lost his legs

Athene Cook

and was serving 50 miles per hour, while
I had enough energy to play another set. I
think that was the difference in the match
because he had nothing left in the tank
with the match on the line.”
VandenBerg, Burgin and Brody
also triumphed at fourth, fifth and sixth
singles, respectively, to ensure the sweep
after over five hours of play.
Next, Kenyon will host the Great
Lakes Colleges Association Tournament this Friday, April 9, and Saturday,
April 10. Thielke stressed the importance of this tournament and the quality of the field, saying: “Depauw [University], Carnegie [Mellon University],
Kalamazoo [College] and Denison
[University] will all pose a threat to us
[in the GLCA tournament]. The first
[three] are ranked in the top 20 nationally. This is an important weekend
for us. We will need to do well in the
GLCA to be considered for a host site
for the NCAAs.”

“We are a very athletic
group and at times we
have played really well
but other times we
show our youth.”

An Analysis of Major League Baseball and a Proposal to Increase Revenues
By james asimes
Sports Columnist
On the surface, Major League
Baseball (MLB) is growing and
thriving, as team values increased on
average by one percent the past season. This is alarming compared to five
years ago, when teams increased in
value on average by 11 percent. Team
value is slowly stagnating, potentially
even decreasing, this season. Player
salaries have increased by one percent
from last year and average team revenue is up $47 million dollars from
2004 to 2009, a 33-percent increase,
but the ratio of operating income to
team value has only increased two
percent.
Economic mumbo-jumbo aside,
anyone can take a slice of the MLB
team value data and see both positive
and negative trends in its business
aspect, but the data above clearly

shows that the ability of MLB clubs
to generate profit is, at best, slowing
down. The teams with the lowest
club values are able to generate the
largest percent of operating income
through holding miniscule payrolls
and avoiding the use of expensive
talent. This also results in the onfield product lacking in many areas,
especially competitiveness. Simply
put, owners who slash payroll and
provide a horrendous product on
the field are able to make the most
money through league-wide revenue
sharing even though they draw the
fewest fans.
Billy Beane, general manager
of the Oakland Athletics, spoke last
semester to a packed Higley Auditorium about finding undervalued
talent in a competitive market. While
more and more baseball teams adopt
this approach to constructing a competitive squad, the recession has hurt
teams struggling to generate revenue

from finding this undervalued talent,
thus sticking them in a vicious cycle
where they cannot purchase better talent without more revenue. Although
some teams, like the New York Yankees, who generate $100 million more
in revenue than any other team, earn
income through broadcasting rights,
most clubs rely on merchandising and
stadium revenue for the bulk of their
total club revenue.
The question facing many teams,
then, is how to “put more butts in the
seats.” Game attendance is a direct reflection of fan interest. If the team on
the field every night is not performing
well, attendance will clearly reflect
this. Across the board, the experience
of attending a Major League Baseball
game needs improvement, but the
rules of the game do not necessarily
need changing. For example, while
there is strong sentiment to keep instant replay for evaluating homeruns,
some critics even take it one step fur-

ther by suggesting that human error
be removed from baseball completely
and all umpire decisions be made
through computer assistance. This
would slow the game down even
more, as it would take well over the
already long three hours to complete
a game. Furthermore, human error is
and has been an essential part of the
game of baseball. America’s pastime
has always been a sport, and it should
not attempt to emulate the “trendy”
NBA or pugnacious NFL.
Perhaps the most efficient, and
least attempted, way to increase stadium revenue is by making a Major
League Baseball game more affordable, especially when it comes to the
cost of eating at the ballpark. There
is potential to turn the visit to the
ballpark into one that resembles an
entertainment restaurant experience.
Lower food prices would likely increase food consumption at ballparks,
potentially increasing food revenue.

Adding multiple special attendant
sections where waiters and waitresses
take your order — similar to club seating in most ballparks — would boost
food sales and bring more people
to the ballpark to enjoy America’s
pastime in a more nostalgic way,
rather than in the flashy atmospheres
that many minor league games have
become.
The recession has forced many
fans to attend fewer baseball games
and purchase fewer amenities on each
visit. Organizations need to realize this and change their individual
ballpark environments accordingly.
It has become increasingly hard for
both fans and companies to justify
the high cost of attending a Major
League Baseball game, and there is
not enough demand among fans and
companies to effectively purchase all
the available seats in a stadium while
splurging on lavish ballpark amenities
such as a second or third hot dog.
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Ladies Lacrosse Writes School History with Win

Lords Baseball
Falls to Yeomen

By Nate Oldach
Sports Editor

By sam katz
Staff Writer

The lacrosse game held Saturday, April 3, looked to be a routine
affair for the Ladies, but the match
against the College of Mount Saint
Joseph Lions held special meaning for the team. If they emerged
victorious, they would become the
first Ladies lacrosse team to begin a
season 7-0 in the 39-year history of
the program.
“It was a really big deal going for the best start in College
history,” goalie Chase Kreuter ’10
said. “There was a lot of excitement
going into the game, but we knew
that [we] had to make sure that
we played our own game instead
of down to our opponents.” In the
end, the Ladies achieved their goal
and made Kenyon history.
The first half saw the Ladies
come out with a volley of shots on
goal, resulting in five unanswered
goals in the first eight minutes
of play. From there, the Ladies
continued their relentless assault
while maintaining strong defensive
play. At halftime, the Ladies held a
comfortable 9-3 lead.
Coming out after halftime,
Head Women’s Lacrosse Coach
Meredith Buzzi looked to give some
of the reserve players an opportunity to play. Instead of slower play
due to a lack of regular players, the
Ladies’ level of play only intensified.
The Lions could not counter the
overwhelming offensive play, and
in the end, the Ladies completed
an impressive 16-5 victory and
continued their historical start to a
young season. “I was pleased with
the way the game went overall,”

The Lords baseball team lost last
weekend’s Easter series by a score of
three games to one versus Oberlin College. Sunday’s games were lost 5-3 and
8-5; Saturday’s first game was won 10-4
and the second was lost 9-3. The Lords
dropped their record to 5-12 overall
and 2-6 in the North Coast Athletic
Conference.
Saturday’s win featured strong performances from the first two hitters in the
lineup, Jon Myers ’11 and Zach Ciccone
’10, who each hit a double and combined
to hit 4-8 with four runs and six RBIs.
Tyler Dierke ’13 pitched a complete
game for the win and kept his undefeated
record alive, moving to 4-0 on the year.
He leads the team with a 1.33 ERA in
27 innings pitched and has held opponents to a mere .238 batting average,
enough to earn him an honorable mention, Division III Player of the Week, by
DIIIbaseball.com.
The Lords have been showing positive signs, most evident in their team fielding percentage of .940 percent. They seem
to be following the example of returning
starting catcher Jimmy Wendt ’10, who
has yet to commit an error behind the
plate this season. The team has also been
effective hitting the ball as well. Ciccone
has been very productive, hitting .383
and leading the team in hits, doubles
and on-base percentage (OBP). Myers
has proved to fit nicely atop the lineup,
as he leads the team in runs scored and
has been hitting .353.
Wendt and centerfielder Craig
Wocl ’11 are tied for the team lead with
ten RBIs apiece. They are hitting .306
and .286, respectively. Wendt has a knack
for sacrificing his body for the team: he
has endured six hit-by-pitches thus far,
while Wocl leads the team with three
homeruns.
“We show signs of high quality play,”
Dierke said. “We’ve been playing both
extremes and we just need to find that
nice area in between; we need to find our
consistency.”
Dierke analyzed the team and their
recent performances. In their five wins,
they’ve outscored their opponents by a
33-6 margin, including a shutout against
the College of Wooster, the division-leading and defending NCAC champion.
The Lords are looking to find the perfect
blend of youth and veteran experience,
like that of Ciccone, Wendt, Pat Gunn
’10, Tom Hardacker ’10 and Daniel
White ’10. The team will be looking to
catch fire in their next eight games to win
their way into the playoffs and finish the
season on the right note.
“We [have] yet to find our identity,”
Dierke said, “but we want to now. We
definitely have the tools, we just need to
find the consistent execution; routine
execution.”
Though the Lords have lost three
straight games, they are eager to get back
to winning. On Wednesday they face Hiram College at home for a doubleheader,
then to Case Western Reserve University
on Saturday and Denison on Sunday.

Marty Fuller

Leah Sack ’13 shoots a ball past the opposing goaltender.

Buzzi said. “Winning by 11 goals
is always a good sign, but I think
there were some ups and downs in
this game. There is always room for
improvement.”
Though many contributed to
the team’s victory, there were several
standout performances. Kreuter
anchored the Ladies’ defense in
the first half by making eight saves
and only allowing three goals. The
Ladies’ scoring was highlighted by
Sewell Robinson ’12, who scored a
career-high five goals in the match.
Monty Sherwood ’12 added three
goals on the afternoon.
The historic nature of this
team is due to a combination of the
team’s work ethic, talent, chemistry
and leadership, according to Buzzi.
“This is the closest-knit team I
have coached in my entire career,”
she said. “This team is the most
talented team Kenyon has ever
seen in every aspect of the game,

but while they are talented, they
also have worked really hard to get
to where they are now. I think that
this start has a lot to do with our
four senior captains. They are the
most enthusiastic people both on
and off the field and I think they
want to make this season memorable, hopefully culminating with a
trophy on May 1.”
The Ladies will next set their
sights on two North Coast Athletic
Conference rivals coming up this
week. On Wednesday, the team
will visit Oberlin College and then
travel to Allegheny College on Saturday, April 10, at 1:00 p.m. These
tests will help to define the team as
a whole, but Buzzi sees a challenging
road ahead for the team. “I think
that we can live up to the expectation of finishing at the top of the
NCAC this year, but it is going to
be hard work,” she said. “There is a
target on our backs that is growing

with every game we have. Everyone
is gunning for us at this point and
we need to play up to that potential
every day.”
Kreuter echoed Buzzi’s sentiments in her analysis of the upcoming schedule against Allegheny and
Oberlin. “Oberlin is coming in with
the best team we have seen from
them in the past four years, so that
should be a challenging match,” she
said. “Allegheny gave us a rough loss
last season, so we want to play well
against them, but I am optimistic
that we are at a good enough place
to where we can beat them. I just
think that we need to know when
to show up for games and these next
few games we are going to need individuals to step up and play extremely
well if we are going to win.”
The Ladies now look to continue their record-breaking season
and hope to finish with their first
NCAC crown in three decades.

Witkowski Breaks Kenyon Career RBIs Record in Softball Loss
By Melissa Hart
Staff Writer
Softball Co-Captain Ellen
Witkowski ’10 broke the College
record for RBIs for a career in this
past weekend’s matchup against
Blufton University. Witkowski has
had a remarkably successful career
so far as a Kenyon Lady. She currently has the highest career batting
average in Kenyon history, .393,
and recently set the record for most
doubles hit in a career 37.
Head Softball Coach Stephanie Penner said Witkowski had
always worked hard and is not
surprised by her success in the
program. “[Witkowski] has made
an impact from [her first] year,”
Penner said. “[She] knows how to
make adjustments on her own and
she has a really good knowledge of
hitting.”
Witkowski said she knew she
was getting close to breaking the
record but did not know when she
broke it specifically. “I can’t look
at the stats,” she said. “Stats mess

Ellen Witkowski ’10 runs out a ground ball.

me up.”
Co-Captain Stephanie Caton
’10 said Witkowski’s work ethic is
part of the reason she has been so
successful. “I’ve never seen someone
who works as hard as Ellen does
and no one else deserves it more
than she does,” she said. Although
Witkowski has had a good season
and a good career so far, she said
she is not completely satisfied with
her play just yet. “I’d like to be a
little more consistent,” Witkowski
said. “I’d like to find that groove a
little more.”

Melissa hart

The softball team has played
well as a whole and Penner said she
is confident with how the Ladies
are doing. “We played a lot of good
teams out in California [during
spring break] and we were able to
learn a lot out there,” Penner said.
While both Caton and Witkowski said they are confident in
the team’s play, Caton said the team
has had trouble taking two games
played back to back. “ We have
found ourselves winning the first
or the last game but never both,”
Caton said.

The Ladies began North Coast
Athletic Conference play this week
with their game yesterday against
Denison University. The Ladies
dropped both of these two games,
5-4 in game one and 19-4 in game
two. In addition, Witkowski extended her RBIs record by scoring
two on Wednesday.
The team has a good chance of
competing for the title and finishing in the top four in the NCAC,
Penner said. “Our conference has
always been pretty even, so it’s just
six teams battling out for those four
spots,” she said. Witkowski added
that the team hitting as a whole has
been strong this year and has added
to their success and their confidence
going into the conference. “I am
really excited for our hitting this
year,” she said. “Both Sam [Sims
’11] and Liz [Refsnyder ’10] hit
their first college homeruns this
year.” While the season may still be
young, these individuals will guide
the team towards another postseason appearance and hopefully an
NCAC crown.

